CITY OF SANTA FE

ARTS & CULTURE

CALL FOR ARTISTS

Applications Open for Community Gallery Group Exhibition of Contemporary Photography
Contact: Rebecca Aubin, Community Gallery Manager

rraubin@santafenm.gov, 505-955-6707

Santa Fe Community Gallery

201 West Marcy Street, Santa Fe, NM

Photography Reimagined: New Directions in Contemporary Practice
Exhibition Dates: March 18, 2027 - April 23, 2027

The Santa Fe Community Gallery invites artists from northern New Mexico to submit work for Photography
Reimagined: New Directions in Contemporary Practice. This juried exhibition draws on 200 years of
photography’s continuous innovation and evolution to bring forward brand-new work that employs process,
material, technique, and subject in unexpected ways.

The first successful permanent photograph by Niecephore Niepce in 1827 was a scientific breakthrough that
laid the foundation for photography worldwide. Since then, photography innovators have advanced and
evolved the medium at a rapid pace. Along the way, artists have found countless ways to manipulate light,
darkness, materials, chemicals, and data to interpret this medium of many processes.

Photography Reimagined: New Directions in Contemporary Practice seeks Santa Fe and New Mexico
artists whose work and processes are driven by photography’s history of visionary transformation. All work
submitted must be created between 2021 and 2026. Subject, process, and materials are open, as long
as the work contains fresh ideas and approaches to the medium. Prompts to consider:

e How doyou make it new?

e How can historical innovations be reworked for present and future visions?
¢ How can new methods animate the historic, ancient, enduring?

e What’s the relationship between the technical and the deeply personal?

e How does experimentation reinterpret identity, memory, landscape?

We welcome innovative and experimental approaches to photography from the 19th to the 21st century,
including but not limited to:

e Black-and-white photography

e Color photography

e Mixed media incorporating photography

e Lens-based installations

e Digital and hybrid processes

¢ Film-based photography

o Unexpected integration of historic methods
e Alternative photographic processes



What not to submit: images that simply repeat what’s already been done, direct homages to famous
photographers and images, the familiar, the already iconic. Surprise us.

We also welcome proposals for related programming to accompany the exhibition, including artist talks,
workshops, performances, screenings, and other public engagement opportunities.

The exhibition is juried by Jennifer Schlesinger, owner and director of Obscura Gallery; Rebecca Aubin,
Manager of the City of Santa Fe’s Community Gallery; and a guest curator to be announced.

Eligibility & Guidelines

¢ Open to artists living, working in, or maintaining strong ties to Northern New Mexico, with
encouragement for artists from Santa Fe County, regional pueblos, Albuquerque, Espanola, Taos,
and surrounding communities.

e Emerging artists are strongly encouraged to apply.

e Artists should demonstrate cultural awareness and thoughtful consideration of New Mexico’s
complex history of commodification in their use of imagery, iconography, and symbolism.

e All submitted work must incorporate photography as a primary element.

e Artists using Al-assisted tools must clearly disclose their process. Fully Al-generated imagery will not
be accepted.

Artwork Requirements

¢ All artwork must be exhibition-ready upon delivery.

¢ Two-dimensional work must be professionally framed or otherwise presentation-ready and wired for
installation.

e Three-dimensional works should not exceed 30 pounds.

e Accepted artwork must be delivered to the Santa Fe Community Gallery on March 4, 5, or 6, 2027.

Key Dates

e August 27, 2026: Application portal opens

e January 3, 2027: Deadline to submit

e February 3: Selections announced

e March 4-6, 2027: Works delivered for installation (noon-5:00 pm or by arrangement)
e March 18: Openingreception, 5-7 pm

e March 18- April 23: Exhibition on view

e April 24 or 27: Pick up artwork

Apply at https://form.jotform.com/team/240787860625062/photography2027, the QR code below, or at
santafenm.gov/Arts.

Photography Reimagined: New Directions in Contemporary Practice coincides with
the launch of PHOTOGRAPHY 200 NEW MEXICO, a statewide initiative throughout
2027 celebrating the history, practice, and future of photography in New Mexico.
Through exhibitions, public programs, and community engagement, the initiative
commemorates the 200th anniversary of the first permanent photograph and
recognizes New Mexico’s enduring role as a destination for photographic innovation
and artistic exploration.







