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Public Campaign Financing and 
2023 Regular Local Election Information 

Please reference Chapter 9 of the Santa Fe Municipal Code for information related to 

the Election and Political Campaign Codes.   

CHAPTER IX - ELECTION AND POLITICAL CAMPAIGN CODES 

Kristine Bustos-Mihelcic  

City Clerk  

Kmmihelcic@santafenm.gov 

Geralyn Cardenas  

Assistant City Clerk  

gfcardenas@santafenm.gov 

https://library.municode.com/nm/santa_fe/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CHIXELPOCACO_9-1ELCO_9-1.6ELRENOPEDECAPOLIQUCA
mailto:Kmmihelcic@santafenm.gov
mailto:gfcardenas@santafenm.gov
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2023 Regular Local Election Important Dates 

 

• May 8, 2023: Public campaign financed qualified period begins (183 days 

preceding the election) pursuant to section 9-2.3(v). 

 

• June 14, 2023: Proposed City of Santa Fe Election Resolution Introduced and 

the exact number of valid names, addresses and signatures required on the 

Nominating Petition to be placed on the ballot for the office the candidate is 

seeking is provided to all candidates. 

 

• July 24, 2023: Public campaign finance qualified period ends (106 days before 

the election) pursuant to section 9-2.3(v). Declared candidates seeking public 

campaign financing will turn in $5 qualifying contributions, Declaration of 

Candidacy and Nominating petition forms between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to the City 

Clerk for delivery to the County Clerk pursuant to section 9-1.6(C)1.  

 

• August 4, 2023: Nominating Petition signatures for Candidates Seeking Public 

Campaign Financing delivered by the City Clerk to the County Clerk. 

 

• August 9, 2023- Secretary of State issues an Election Proclamation calling for 

the Regular Local Election. 

 

• August 10, 2023 – City Clerk determines if declared candidate complies and is 

approved for public campaign financing.  

 

• August 14, 2023 – City Clerk issues payment for public campaign funds 

 

• August 24, 2023 - Deadline for candidates to register to vote in the district they 

wish to run in. 

 

• August 29 – Candidate Filing Day – Candidates not utilizing public campaign 

financing will turn in their declaration of candidacy the County Clerk’s Office 

between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

 

• November 7, 2023 - Election Day. Polls open from 7:00 am to 7:00 pm.  
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Campaign Reporting Dates – All Candidates Per section 9-2.10  

 

• September 8, 2023: Campaign Finance Statement to be filed by 5:00 PM (60th 

day preceding the election) pursuant to section 9-2.10(a)(1) – Please note the 

City will close at 12 p.m. on September 8, 2023 for Fiesta de Santa Fe 

 

• October 10, 2023: Campaign Finance Statement to be filed by 5:00 PM (30th day 

preceding the election) pursuant to section 9-2.10(a)(2) – Please note the 30th is 

a Sunday and Monday, October 9, 2023 is a holiday 

 

• October 31, 2023: Campaign Finance Statement to be filed by 5:00 PM (Tuesday 

preceding the election) pursuant to section 9-2.10(a)(3) 

 

• November 6, 2023: Campaign Finance Statement to be filed by 12:00 PM 

(Monday preceding the election) pursuant to section 9-2.10(a)(4) 

 

• December 7, 2023: Campaign Finance Statement Final Report (within 30 days 

following the election pursuant to section 9-2.10(a)(5) 

 

September 11, 2023: A publicly financed candidate may file one additional campaign 

finance statement reporting the receipt of qualified small contributions on the fifty-

seventh (57th) day preceding the election (9-3.13(A)  
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Additional Information 

November 7, 2023 Regular Local Election 
 
The County Clerk is the proper filing officer for all petitions and will make the ultimate 

decision on Candidates who have qualified for the ballot based on NMSA 1978, § 1-22-

10.  

Candidates have two options for collecting Nominating Petition names, addresses, and 

signatures. Candidates can use the 2023 RLE Qualifying Elector Nominating Petition 

form approved by the Secretary of State or the City of Santa Fe’s online petition form. 

Santa Fe City Position Signature Estimated Requirements  

Municipal Judge – 304* 

Council District 1 – 92* 

Council District 2 – 82* 

Council District 3 – 48* 

Council District 4 -  84* 

Signature requirements are calculated based on a percentage of the total number of 
registered voters in the district and are subject to change as voter registration numbers 
may change.  

*Signatures required as of 5/1/2023. 

 

The City “opted-in” to the Local Election Act in 2018 (Ord. 2018-24). The election is 
conducted by Santa Fe County.  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsantafenm.gov%2Farchive_center%2Fdocument%2F19246&data=05%7C01%7Cempulsipher%40santafenm.gov%7C6a1c80ac250d4fc8870108db483dc10c%7C77b69f5a55ed436386164867b0bc707f%7C0%7C0%7C638183202280927054%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mL6y%2Fj6HrEHNZSLRMJq6ijgAXQNwpr0ToerzkP4PsSs%3D&reserved=0

