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Question:
We really need your help!!  We had a fire in our rental house yesterday.  It wasn’t our fault, the next-door neighbor had a kitchen fire and it burned down half of our place as well.  It was awful.  We had to move out of the property immediately. Everything smelled like smoke.  We have two kids and don’t know what to do.  The owners are going to have to completely renovate the place.  We have a one-year lease, and our landlord said he’s going to hold us to it.  That just doesn’t seem fair to me.  What can we do??
Answer:

I’m so glad you called me right after this calamity happened.  That’s really awful.  I hope you didn’t’ lose too much of your personal property—and I hope you have renter’s insurance to cover your losses.  Your landlord absolutely can NOT hold you to that lease as long as you write him a letter within 7 days of the fire telling him when you vacated the property.  Your rental agreement terminates as of the date you surrendered that property.    The law (statute 47-8-31) states that if the rental agreement is terminated, the landlord must return the balance, if any, of your security deposit  within 30 days after you moved out.  He must also return any of your pre-paid rent for the rest of the month.  Your whole agreement ended the day you left.  Remember though, he can still hold you responsible for any damage that was caused by your negligence.  Good luck.  I hope you find a nice new place for you and those kids!

If you have further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact our office.
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