
















Happy Little Clouds:  Skyscapes of New Mexico 

Spring 2019 

The skies of New Mexico deserve more credit.  On average, there are 280 sunny days a year and those 
clear skies comprise (and often dominate) half of the content of our treasured landscapes.  New 
Mexico’s artist populations have incorporated the sky and its clouds into their studio lexicons.  Native 
American symbolism often references clouds (both rain and otherwise) while Spanish Colonial religious 
retablos and bultos rely on cloud imagery to elevate their subject(s) to new heights.  Modernists flocked 
to New Mexico for the legendary light and colors provided by our clear skies.  

The time has come for our skies to become the subject of an exhibition, no longer a member of the 
supporting cast.  For “Happy Little Clouds” New Mexico artists in all 2-D and 3-D media will be invited to 
explore the role of clouds and skyscapes in the identity of New Mexico.     

• Potential Artists: Tony Abeyta, Dan Boldman, Susanna & Bruce Carlisle, Dawn Chandler, Joerael 
Elliott, Victor Goler, Bob Haozous, John Hogan, Elodie Holmes, Frank Buffalo Hyde, Vasili Katakis, 
Max Lehman, Stephanie Lerma, Arthur Lopez, Louisa McElwain, Joel Nakamura, Robb Rael, Elias 
Rivera, Dee Anne Wagner, Julie Wagner 

• Potential Partners:  Plein Air Painters of New Mexico, Local TV Weather Anchors, GO Solar 
• Programming Options: The Sky in Modernism Lecture, Harnessing Solar Energy Presentation, 

Weather Patterns 101, Creating Clouds Hands-On Workshop 

Silk Purse/Sow’s Ear:  The Art of the Found Object 

Summer 2019 

Coined by author Stephen Gosson in 1579, the proverb, “make a silk purse of a sow’s ear” refers to the 
creation of something refined, admirable or valuable from something which is unrefined, unpleasant or 
of little or no value.  The goal of “Silk Purse/Sow’s Ear” is to feature an exploration of the inspiration and 
process of transforming found objects into works of art.  Not intended to be a recycled materials exhibit, 
“Silk Purse…” will challenge artists and makers alike to transform found objects into aesthetic gems that 
belie their humble origins.   

Artists in all 2-D and 3-D media will be encouraged to push their studio practice beyond the familiar and 
explore the process of transformation that takes place in their creative process.   

• Potential Artists: Pilar Agoyo, Mitch Berg, Geoffrey Gorman, Nicholas Herrera, Tom Joyce, Will 
Karp, Don Kennell, Deborah Klezmer, Ann Laser, Janet O’Neal, Tom Osgood, Gail Rieke, Greta 
Ruiz, Bunny Tobias 

• Potential Partners: Santa Fe Makers 
• Programming Options: Transformation Hands-On Workshop, Raw Materials Scavenger Hunt  
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