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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this directive is to provide procedures to enhance the accuracy and integrity of 

subject identifications via photographic arrays, line-ups and show-ups. 

DISCUSSION 

It is beneficial to all concerned that procedures exist which provide for the proper 

identification of subjects. This ensures that all subject identifications are conducted in a 

professional and consistent manner. 

POLICY 

Eyewitness identification is a frequently used investigative tool. As such, the Santa Fe 

Police Department has established procedures in order to maximize the reliability of 

identifications, minimize unjust accusations of innocent persons and to establish evidence 

that is reliable and conforms to established legal procedure and best practices. 

PROCEDURE 

Identification of a person accused of a crime is a necessary element of any investigation. 

When identification is at issue, there are three different investigatory tools that law 

enforcement may use to obtain evidence of identification: (1) Live Line-up; (2) Photo Array; 

or a (3) Show-up identification. 

Pursuant to NMSA 1987, Section 29-3B-3(E), the following procedure sets the minimum 

requirements for any Live Lineup or a Photo Array: 

60.1.01: DEFINITIONS 

A. For the purposes of this Directive, the following terms shall have the meaning

listed thereafter:

1. Administrator - The administrator is a law enforcement officer that shows

a photo line-up to a witness for purposes of subject identification.
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